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The applicani liled a request for substantive examination on Year Month Day according to Article 35 

Paragraph I of the Patent l^avv. The examiner has conducted a substantive examination lo the above-mentioned patent 
appli cation. 

n According to Article 35 paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. Chinese Patent oflke decided on its own initiative to conduct a 
substantive examination lo the above-mentioned patent application. 

2. ^ The applicant requested to take 

Yea r 97 Month 8 Day ^7 on which an application is filed with thc Kr patent olllce as the priority dale. 

Year Month Day on which an application is filed with !hc paicni otTicc as Ihc priority date. 

Year Month Day on which an application is filed with the patent t>frice as the priority date. 

fhe applicani has submitted the cv>py of the earliest application document ceriitled by the competent authority of 
ihiji couiur\ . 

n According lo Article 30 t>l the Patent Law. if the applicant has not yei submitted the copy of the earliest application 
document certified by the competent authority of that country, the declaration lor Priority shall be deemed not lo 
have been made. 
□l his application is a PCX application. 

3. □ The applicant .submitted the amended documenl<s) on Year Month Day and Year Month Day 

after examination. submitted on Year Month Day is/are not accepted. 

submitted on Year Month Day is/iu*e not accepted 

because the said amendment(s) □ is/arc not in conlbnuity with Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ is/are not in conformity with Flulc 51 of the Implementing Regulations.. 
r~]'Lhe concrete rcason(s) for not accepting the amendment(s) is/are presented on the text of Olllce Action. 

4. vQ The examination has been conducted based on the application text as originally llled. 
□ fhe examination has been conducted based on the following text(s): 

page(s) of the specification, Claim(s) , and figLire{s> in ihc original text of the application submtlied 

on the filing day. 

page(s) of the specification* claim(s) , and figure(s) submitted on Year Month Day 

page(s) ofthe specification, claim(s) . and figure(s) submitted on Year Month Day 

5. nThis notification was made without undergoing search. 
V7j J'his notification was made with undergoing search. 

0The following reference documcnt(s) is./are cited:(the reference numeral(s) thereof will be used in the examination 
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6. C'oncluLling comrncnls 

□ on Ihc spcclllcaiion: 

□ Ihc conlcntsorihc applicalion arc io eonirary \o Article 5 (jflhc Patent Lnw and ihcrdorc are not patcntahlc. 

□ The contents ofthc applicalion do not possess the practical applicability as prescribed m Paragraph 4 of Article 5 of 
the Patent Law. 

□ The spccillcaiion is not in conformity wilh ihe provision of Paragraph 3 of Article 26 of the Paten! Law. 

□ ihe presentation of the specification is not in conformity with the provision of Kulc 18 ofthc Implementing 
y Regulations. 

{Zl on the claims: 

□ Claim(s) bclong(s) to non-patentable subject matter as prescribed in Article 25 ofthc Patent law. 

□ Claim(s) do(es) nol comply with the definition of a patent as provided in Rule 2 paragraph I 

y of the Implementing Regulations. 

VH ( Iaim^s^ ^^.^y7/ ^^f^ do(es> nol possess novelty as requested by Article 22 paragraph 2 of ihe Patent Law. 
\JZf C{mmiii\ ^f&j 13"^^ do(cs) not possess inventiveness as requested by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

Q Claim(s) do(es) nol possess practical applicability as requested by Article 22 paragraph 4 of the 

Patent Law. 

rnClaim(s) do(es) nol comply wilh the provision of Article 26 paragraph 4 ofthc Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(es) not comply with the provision of Article 3 1 paragraph 1 ofthc Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(cs) not comply with provision of Rule 20 of ihe Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) doles) nol comply with provision of Rule 21 of the Implementing Regulations. 

Q Claim(s) do(cs) nol comply with provision of Rule 22of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s)__j do(es) nol comply wilh provision of Rule 23 of ihe Implememing Regulations 

n Claim(s) do(es) nol comply with the provision of Article 9 ofthc Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) dotes) nol comply wiih the provision of Rule 13 paragraph 1 ofthc Implemeiuing 

Regulations. 

The detailed analysis for the above concluding comments is presented on the lexl of this Olllce Aciion. 

7. Based on the above concluding comments, the examiner is ofthc opinion that 

□ The applicant should amend Ihe application documenl(s) in accordance with Ihe rcquiremenl as specified in the Ollke 

Action. 

□ I he applicant should, in his observation, expound ihc patentability of the application of the applicalion, amend the 

/defects pointed out in the Onice Aciion; or the application can hardly be approved. 
MZ fhe examined deems that the application lacks substantive features to make it patentable. Therefore, the application will 
be rejected if no convincing reasons are provided lo prove its patentability. 

8. The applicant should pay aiieniion to the following matters: 

(1) According to Article 37 ot^ the Palcni Law. the applicant is required to submit his observations within Four 
nn>nlhs upon receipt of this OtTice Aciion. If the time limit for making response is nol met without any ju.stified 
reasim. ihe applicalion lo have been vviihdraw. 

(2) I he amendmcnUs) made by the applicanl must meet Ihe requirements of Article 33 of ihc Patent Law. The amended 
lexl should be in duplicate, its formal should conform lo the related contlnement in the Guidance for Examination. 

(3) fhc applicanl and/or the agent should nol go to the Chinese Patent Omcc lo interview ihc examiner without being 
invited. 

(4) I he observation and-Zof ihe amended document(s) must be mailed of delivered to the Receiving Section of ihe 
Chinese I'alenl Omce. No legal elTeci shall apply for any documcnt(s) lhal not mailed lo or reached the Receiving 
Section. 

9. 'Hic text of this Onice Aciion contains 7 nauc(s). and has the following atuichmeni(s): 
^0_jL_eopies ofthc cilcd references, all together t9_ pages. 

□ 

l-.Naminaiion Dept. No. l;xaminer Seal of Lxaminalion DepL for business only . 

(il'lhe Office Aciion wasn'l stamped by ihe speciHed seal, il has no legal effect) 
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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

The present application relates to a device and method for providing digital 
multimedia services in a digital multimedia broadcasting receiver having a conditional 
access function. According to the examination, the opinions are now provided as 
follows: 

1. The technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 1 does not possess 
novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. Reference 
1 (EPl 30487 1A2) discloses a digital receiver, with the following technical features 
"comprising a tuner 2016, a demodulator 2012 for receiving and demodulating signals 
from satellite before being filtered and demultiplexed, said signals including 
encrypted EMMs, ECMs and compressed programs; a demultiplexer 2010 for 
filtering and demultiplexing signals output from the demodulator; the demultiplexer 
including two physical demultiplexers, each capable of being set to demultiplex up 
signals received from a distinct source; a conditional access unit for supplying the 
necessary control word to the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal 
to be descrambled; data decoder 2024, audio decoder 2026, video decoder 2028 for 
decoding the descrambled signals output from the demultiplexer' (refer to lines 5 
through 54 of column 17, line 54 of column 30 to line 22 of column 32 in the 
specification; Figure 4). Thus, it can be seen that the circuit module consisting of the 
tuner and the demodulator in the Reference 1 is equivalent to the receiving section in 
the present invention; the demultiplexer comprising two physical demultiplexers 
capable of demultiplexing up signals received from a distinct source is equivalent to 
first demultiplexer and second demultiplexer in the present invention, and the ECM 
and ECM information are equivalent to the conditional access information in the 
present invention. 

To sum up, the only difference between the technical solution sought for protection in 
the Claim 1 and the technical solution disclosed in the Reference 1 lies in expressions; 
however, their technical solutions are substantially identical to each other. Moreover, 
the two belong to the same technical field and produce the same technical effect. 
Therefore, the technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 1 does not possess 
novelty. 

2. The dependent Claim 2 makes further limitation to the Claim 1, and its additional 
technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by 
"subscription smartcard 2062 engages with a conditional access unit" and '*the 
daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM and to 
access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and then 
control word is extracted" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 
15. lines 20 through 35 of column 17 in the specification; Figure 4). The said control 
word is equivalent to the scrambling key defined in the present invention. Since the 
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Claim 1 does not possess novelty, the technical solution sought for protection in the 
dependent Claim 2 that refers to the Claim 1 does not possess novelty as prescribed in 
Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

3. The dependent Claim 3 makes further limitation to the Claim 1 , and its additional 
technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by "the 
multiplexer 1030 receives electrical signals comprising encrypted EMMs, encrypted 
ECMs" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 18 through 34 of column 16 in the 
specification). Since the Claim 1 does not possess novelty, the technical solution 
sought for protection in the dependent Claim 3 that refers to the Claim I does not 
possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China, 

4. The dependent Claim 4 makes ftirther limitation to the Claim 2, and its additional 
technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by ''the 
daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM and to 
access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and then 
control word is extracted" and "a conditional access unit for supplying the necessary 
control word to the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal to be 
descrambled" (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 15, lines 18 through 35 of 
column 17 in the specification). Since the Claim 2 does not possess novelty, the 
technical solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 4 that refers to the 
Claim 2 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent 
Law of China. 

5. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 5 define common knowledge in the art. Utilizing a multimedia module to 
supply a receiver with multimedia digital signal as a signal source belongs to 
conventional means in the art. Accordingly, obtaining the technical solution sought for 
protection in the Claim 5 on the basis of the Reference 1 combined with the common 
knowledge in the art is obvious to those skilled in the art. Since the Claim 1 does not 
possess novelty, the dependent Claim 5 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed 
in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

6. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 6 have already been disclosed in the Reference 1. The Reference 1 discloses 
having a video decoder and an audio decoder, i.e. the digital signals to be processed 
include audio data and video data. Since the Claim 1 does not possess novelty, the 
dependent Claim 6 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 
of the Patent Law of China. 

7. The dependent Claim 7 is subordinate to the Claim 6, and its additional technical 
features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by Figure 4 in the 
Reference 1. As shown in Figure 4, signals output from the demultiplexer are 
respectively transmitted to the audio decoder and video decoder, and the audio 
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decoder and video decoder are respectively used for decoding audio signals and video 
signals, i.e. the demultiplexer separates audio signals and video signals from the input 
signals. Since the Claim 6 docs not possess novelty, the dependent Claim 7 that refers 
to the Claim 6 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the 
Patent Law of China. 

8. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 8 define common knowledge in the art. It is conventional technical means that 
a composite part in the receiver, such as broadcast receiving module or decoder 
module, is formed in a single integrated circuit module. Accordingly, obtaining the 
technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 8 on the basis of the Reference 1 
combined with the common knowledge in the art is obvious to those skilled in the art. 
Since the Claim 1 does not possess novelty, the dependent Claim 8 does not possess 
inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

9. The technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 9 does not possess 
novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. The 
Reference 1 (EPl 30487 1A2) discloses a digital receiver, with the following technical 
features ^'comprising a tuner 2016, a demodulator 2012 for receiving and 
demodulating signals from satellite before being filtered and demultiplexed, said 
signals including encrypted EMMs, ECMs and compressed programs; a demultiplexer 
2010 for filtering and demultiplexing signals output from the demodulator; the 
demultiplexer including two physical demultiplexers, each capable of being set to 
demultiplex up signals received from a distinct source; a conditional access unit for 
supplying the necessary control word to the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted 
broadcast signal to be descrambled; data decoder 2024, audio decoder 2026, video 
decoder 2028 for decoding the descrambled signals output from the demultiplexer" 
(refer to lines 5 through 54 of column 17, line 54 of column 30 to line 22 of column 
32 in the specification; Figure 4). Thus, it can be seen that the circuit module 
consisting of the tuner and the demodulator in the Reference 1 is equivalent to the 
receiving section in the present invention; the demultiplexer comprising two physical 
demultiplexers capable of demultiplexing up signals received from a distinct source is 
equivalent to first demultiplexer and second demultiplexer in the present invention, 
and the ECM and ECM information are equivalent to the conditional access 
inlbrmation in the present invention; the audio decoder and video decoder are 
respectively used for decoding audio signals and video signals, i.e. the demultiplexer 
separates audio signals and video signals from the input signals and outputs them. 

To sum up, the only difference between the technical solution sought for protection in 
the Claim 1 and the technical solution disclosed in the Reference 1 lies in expressions; 
however, their technical solutions are substantially identical to each other. Moreover, 
the two belong to the same technical field and produce the same technical effect. 
Therefore, the technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 1 does not possess 
novelty. 
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1 0. The dependent Claim 10 makes further limitation to the Claim 9, and its additional 
technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by 
' subscription smartcard 2062 engages with a conditional access unit" and "the 
daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM and to 
access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and then 
control word is extracted" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 
15, lines 20 through 35 of column 17 in the specification; Figure 4). The said control 
word is equivalent to the scrambling key defined in the present invention. Since the 
Claim 9 does not possess novelty, the technical solution sought for protection in the 
dependent Claim 10 that refers to the Claim 9 does not possess novelty as prescribed 
in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

1 1 . The dependent Claim 1 1 makes further limitation to the Claim 9, and its additional 
technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed by ''the 
multiplexer 1030 receives electrical signals comprising encrypted EMMs, encrypted 
ECMs" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 18 through 34 of column 16 in the 
specification). Since the Claim 9 does not possess novelty, the technical solution 
sought for protection in the dependent Claim 1 1 that refers to the Claim 9 does not 
possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

12. The dependent Claim 12 makes further limitation to the Claim 10, and its 
additional technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed 
by "the daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM 
and to access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and 
then control word is extracted" and "a conditional access unit for supplying the 
necessary control word to the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal 
to be descrambled" (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 1 5, lines 18 through 35 of 
column 17 in the specification). Since the Claim 10 does not possess novelty, the 
technical solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 12 that refers to the 
Claim 10 does not possess novelty as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 2 of the 
Patent Law of China. 

13. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 13 define common knowledge in the art. Utilizing a multimedia module to 
supply a receiver with multimedia digital signal as a signal source belongs to 
conventional means in the art. Accordingly, obtaining the technical solution sought for 
protection in the Claim 13 on the basis of the Reference 1 combined with the common 
knowledge in the art is obvious to those skilled in the art. Since the Claim 9 does not 
possess novelty, the dependent Claim 13 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed 
in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

14. I he additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 14 define common knowledge in the art. It is conventional technical means that 
a composite part in the receiver, such as broadcast receiving module or decoder 
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module, is formed in a single integrated circuit module. Accordingly, obtaining the 
technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 14 on the basis of the Reference 
1 combined with the common knowledge in the art is obvious to those skilled in the 
art. Since the Claim 9 does not possess novelty, the dependent Claim 14 does not 
possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of 
China. 

15. The technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 15 does not possess 
inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. The 
Reference 1 (EPl 304871 A2) discloses a device for processing digital data, with the 
following technical features ^'comprising a tuner 2016, a demodulator 2012 for 
receiving and demodulating signals from satellite before being filtered and 
demultiplexed, said signals including encrypted EMMs, ECMs and compressed 
programs; a demultiplexer 2010 for filtering and demultiplexing signals output from 
the demodulator; a conditional access unit for supplying the necessary control word to 
the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal to be descrambled" (refer 
to lines 5 through 54 of column 1 7 in the specification; Figure 4). Thus, it can be seen 
that the circuit module consisting of the tuner and the demodulator in the Reference I 
is equivalent to the receiving section in the present invention; and the ECM and ECM 
information are equivalent to the conditional access information in the present 
invention. Compared with the contents disclosed in the Reference 1, the technical 
solution sought for protection in the Claim 15 differs in *'an error correcting section 
for correcting any error in said demodulated digital broadcasting data stream". 
However, such difference defines common knowledge in the art. Providing an error 
section at the front end of the receiver to correct the received signals can be achieved 
by conventional technical means in the art. Accordingly, obtaining the technical 
solution sought for protection in the Claim 15 on the basis of the Reference 1 
combined with the aforesaid common knowledge is obvious to those skilled in the art. 
Therefore, the Claim 15 does not possess prominent substantive features or represent 
a notable progress, and thus does not possess inventiveness. 

16. The dependent Claim 16 makes further limitation to the Claim 15, and its 
additional technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed 
by 'nhe multiplexer 1030 receives electrical signals comprising encrypted EMMs, 
encrypted ECMs" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 18 through 34 of column 16 in the 
specification). Since the Claim 15 does not possess inventiveness, the technical 
solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 16 that refers to the, Claim 15 
does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent 
Law of China. 

17. The dependent Claim 17 makes further limitation to the Claim 15, and its 
additional technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed 
by "subscription smartcard 2062 engages with a conditional access unit" and "the 
daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM and lo 
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access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and then 
control word is extracted" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 
15, lines 20 through 35 of column 17 in the specification; Figure 4). The said control 
word is equivalent to the scrambling key defined in the present invention. The 
Reference 1 has disclosed smart cards capable of signal exchanging with other 
devices in the system; thus, there must be a smart card interface. Since the Claim 15 
does not possess inventiveness, tlie technical solution sought for protection in the 
dependent Claim 1 7 that refers to the Claim 1 5 does not possess inventiveness as 
prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

18. The dependent Claim 18 makes further limitation to the Claim 17, and its 
additional technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed 
by "the daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the ECM 
and to access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is decrypted and 
then control word is extracted" and "a conditional access unit for supplying the 
necessary control word to the demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal 
to be descrambled" (refer to lines 20 through 24 of column 15, lines 18 through 35 of 
column 17 in the specification). Since the Claim 17 does not possess inventiveness, 
the technical solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 18 that refers to 
the Claim 17 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 
of the Patent Law of China. 

19. The dependent Claim 19 makes ftirther limitation to the Claim 15. The Reference 
1 discloses ^'comprising data decoder 2024, audio decoder 2026, video decoder 2028 
for decoding the descrambled signals output from the demultiplexer" (refer to lines 37 
through 54 of column 17 in the specification; Figure 4). The Reference 1 has already 
disclosed decoders for receiving signals from the demultiplexer; thus, there must be a 
decoder module interface, which effects the same function of connecting the decoder 
with a device, with which the decoder exchanges signals in the system as that in the 
present invention. Since the Claim 15 does not possess inventiveness, the dependent 
Claim 19 that refers to the Claim 15 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in 
Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

20. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 20 define common knowledge in the art. It is conventional technical means that 

a composite part in the receiver, such as broadcast receiving module or decoder 
module, is formed in a single integrated circuit module. Accordingly, obtaining the 
technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 20 on the basis of the Reference 
1 combined with the common knowledge in the art is obvious to those skilled in the 
art. Since the Claim 15 does not possess inventiveness, the dependent Claim 20 does 
not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law 
of China. 

21. The technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 21 does not possess 
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inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. The 
Reference 1 (EP1304871 A2) discloses a method for processing data signals in a 
digital receiver, with the following technical features "a tuner 2016, a demodulator 
2012 receives and demodulates signals from satellite before being filtered and 
demultiplexed, said signals including encrypted EMMs, ECMs and compressed 
programs; demultiplexer 2010 filters and demultiplexes signals output from the 
demodulator, the demultiplexer including two physical demultiplexers, each capable 
of being set to demultiplex up signals received from a distinct source; a conditional 
access unit supplies the necessary control word to the demuhiplexer to enable the 
encrypted broadcast signal to be descrambled; data decoder 2024, audio decoder 2026, 
video decoder 2028 decodes the descrambled signals output from the demultiplexer" 
(refer to lines 5 through 54 of column 17, line 54 of column 30 to line 22 of column 
32 in the specification; Figure 4). The ECM and ECM information are equivalent to 
the conditional access information in the present invention; the audio decoder and 
video decoder are respectively used for decoding audio signals and video signals, i.e. 
digital signals to be processed include audio data and video data. Compared with the 
contents disclosed in the Reference 1, the technical solution sought for protection in 
the Claim 21 only differs in that the decoder module demultiplexes said digital 
multimedia diata stream to separate said audio data and said video data, whereas in the 
Reference 1, the demultiplexer demuhiplexes the audio data and the video data. 
However, such difference defines common knowledge in the art. Demultiplexing a 
multiplex signal necessarily needs a demultiplexer. In the present invention, only 
providing a demultiplexer on the decoder module to fulfill the demultiplexing 
function makes no substantial difference from demultiplexing ordinary digital data, 
audio data and video data at a demultiplexer which includes two or more physical 
demultiplexers. It is a direct substitution of conventional technical means. 
Accordingly, obtaining the technical solution sought for protection in the Claim 21 on 
the basis of the contents disclosed in the Reference 1 combined with the common 
knowledge is obvious to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the Claim 21 does not 
possess prominent substantive features or represent a notable progress, and thus does 
not possess inventiveness. 

22. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 22 define common knowledge in the art. It is conventional technical means that 
in a digital broadcasting system, such as a digital television system, the user makes a 
request for receiving digital broadcast by switching on a remote or a switch, and after 
receiving the aforesaid request, the receiving module is driven, and then the digital 
broadcasting data are received. Accordingly, obtaining the technical solution sought 
for protection in the Claim 22 on the basis of the contents disclosed in the Reference 1 
combined with the common knowledge is obvious to those skilled in the art. Since the 
Claim 21 does not possess inventiveness, the dependent Claim 22 that refers to the 
Claim 21 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, paragraph 3 of 
the Patent Law of China. 

23, The dependent Claim 23 makes further limitation to the Claim 21, and its 
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additional technical features in the characterizing portion have already been disclosed 
by *'the multiplexer 1030 receives electrical signals comprising encrypted EMMs, 
encrypted ECMs and compressed programs" in the Reference 1 (refer to lines 18 
through 34 of column 16 in the specification). Since the Claim 21 does not possess 
inventiveness, the technical solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 23 
that refers to the Claim 21 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, 
paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

24. The additional technical features in the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 24 have already been disclosed by "signals comprise encrypted EMMs, 
encrypted ECMs", "subscription smartcard 2062 engages with a conditional access 
unit", **the daughter smartcard controls whether the user has the right to decrypt the 
ECM and to access the program; if the user does have the rights, the ECM is 
decrypted and then control word is extracted'' and "the control word is supplied to the 
demultiplexer to enable the encrypted broadcast signal to be descrambled" (refer to 
lines 20 through 24 of column 15, lines 18 through 34 of column 16, and lines 18 
through 35 of column 17 in the specification). Also, these features in the Reference 1 
effect the same function of supplying information for generating a scrambling signal 
to a smart card and then using the scrambling signal to decode the demultiplexed 
digital signal as that in the present invention. Since the Claim 21 does not possess 
inventiveness, the technical solution sought for protection in the dependent Claim 24 
that refers to the Claim 21 does not possess inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22, 
paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. 

Based on the above reasons, the present application can not be granted the right of 
patent. If the applicant can not state ample reasons indicating novelty and 
inventiveness of the present application within four months, the present application 
shall be rejected. Any amendment shall not go beyond the scope of the disclosure 
contained in the initial specification and claims so as to comply with the provision of 
Article 33 of the Patent Law of China. And the applicant should submit the 
amendment draft and replacement sheet, and ensure the consistency of the two parts 
mentioned above. 
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